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Aragon,
after the
"Emperor
of Spain"
 by placing his kingdom under papal overlordship and paying an
annual tribute. So came into being the kingdom of Portugal.
Meanwhile a very different development was in process in
the north-eastern States, where Navarre snapped the link
*kat bound it to Aragon, while Aragon was joined in a much
more satisfactory, and an enduring, union with its eastern
neighbour Catalonia. The death of Alfonso I of Aragon
seemed likely to be the prelude to disorder and disintegration
such as had followed the death of Alfonso VI of Castile in
1109 ; the more so, as Alfonso I had no child and bequeathed
his territories in equal shares to the Knights Templars and
Knights Hospitallers. Needless to say, the eccentric bequest
was not carried out, but for the moment there was grave
confusion and perplexity, of which Navarre and Castile were
prompt to take advantage. The Navarrese broke off the
hated connection with Aragon ; the kingdom of Navarre was
revived, and Garcia V, a member of the old royal family, was
placed on the throne. Alfonso VII of Castile, for his part,
claimed to be king of Aragon by virtue of his mother's
marriage with Alfonso I — a fitting retaliation for his step-
father's claims on Castile — and he actually took possession
of the new capital, Saragossa. The Aragonese nobles repudi-
ated his claim and chose as their king Alfonso Fs brother,
Raniiro, a monk, who was released from his vows by papal
dispensation ; to secure the succession a marriage was hastily
arranged for him, and in 1135 he became the father of a
daughter, Petronilla. To obtain the evacuation of his terri-
tories by the king of Castile, he had to recognise the feudal
overlordship of Alfonso, whose suzerainty was also acknow-
ledged for a time by Navarre and Barcelona. There was,
therefore, some justification for Alfonso's assumption in 1135
°f the title of " Emperor of Spain," a title formerly held by
his ancestor Ferdinand I and denoting both the dominant
position held by Castile in the peninsula and also the exclusion
of Spain from the Empire of the German kings. The title
survived for Alfonso's lifetime only, and had little meaning
even then ; the separatist feeling in Spain was too strong to
admit of unity under a single ruler, even against the Moslems.
Apart from the loss of Portugal, the rest of Alfonso VII's
reign was not unsuccessful. He' made a notable advance
against the Moslems, penetrating through Andalusia

